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Century biologist, now is your chance,

Palestinians zecure cyber

state
German scientistzs are creating a virtual laboratory on

the internet to give people the opportunity o study the ¥ 15 May 00 | ScifTech
labaratory work of pioneering researchears, Tarantula 'riay save lives'

The rich collection of materials digitised for the project ¥ 21 Sep 00 | Sports Talk

will act az a centre for scholars studving the history of Techrnaology gone mad?
zcience, But surfers will alzo be able o try out some )
clazsic experiments for themszselvas, ¥ 23 Mar 00 | ScifTech
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The vidkual labaoratory iz due to open later this vear
! F ! b 08 Mar 00 | Wales

Science can be so
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Swen Dierig, the man behind the virtual laboratary .
project at the Max Planck Institute for the History of b 19 Oct 99 | ScifTech
Science in Berlin, zaid the initial plan was to create a 30
rmodel of Emil du Bois-Reymond's physiological institute
that people could explare and learn about via the web,
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rebaorn

Intermet links:
The institute was established in Berlin in 1873 and its

wark helped to free biology of lingering vitalist ideas v Wirtual labaoratory for
which azzumed living organizms were powered by a "life physialagy
force",

b Max Planck Institute for
But this project was eventually deermed to be too costly, the History of Science
Mow, instead of an entire institute, Dierig and his
co-workers are planning to build an online laboratary
that acks az an educational tool and an angoing
research resaurce,

b Perzeus digital library

¥ The Galileo project

Once the doors of the virtual labaratory open next year, The BBC is not responsible
people will be able to fallow and recreate the work of for the content of external
19th Century scientists such as Claude Bernard and internet sites
Wilhelm Wwuondt,
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Bernard studied homeostasziz in living organizsms and b BSE ‘cross-infection’ risk
Woundt is widely seen as the father of experimental b Mo wornen on Mars trip
psychalogy,

¥ Big four dominate web
The virtual lab will detail what theze pioneers did,
describing the lab equiprnent used and organizsms

experimented on, b State of the Earth study
launched

¥ PlayStation branchesz out

The project aimnz to digitise as much information as
possible, Visitors will be able to read previously unzean b wiarld's largest flawer

raterial such az the lab noteboaks, Thiz will give opens

people an idea of how experiments were done without

the technological marvelz modern-day scientists uze in ¥ Spiral galaxy stays young
their rezearch, at heart

"wie want to establish a virtual research site for ¥ Thinking 'drainz the brain’

hiztarical work an those forms of knowledge prefiguring
what today's public knows as biotechnolagy and Links to more Sci/Tech

rmolecular bialagy,” Dierig told BBC Mews Online, stories are at the foot of the

age.
Twitching legs pag

Alzo an the site will be software copies of classic
experiments that visitars can try out for thermselves,
One of the more famous experiments by du
Boiz-Reyrmond establizhed how nerves wark by uszing
electrical stimulation to make the legsz of a frog twitch,

The =ite will also be used by acaderics studving the
hiztary of science and it will be updated to reflect the
latest scholarship.

The virkual lab will try to emulate the success of similar
zsitez such as the Galileo Project and the Perzeus Digital
Library, Perzeus iz an evalving hyperlibrary of histary
sources about everything from classzical civilizations tao
the pioneers who first zettled in Califarnia,

The =cientific work needed to establizh the lab is being
paid far by the YVolkswagen Foundation, Dierig and his
colleagues are still looking for funds to establish and
run the webszita,
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